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Tip sheet

Porches
Steps
Material:
Cedar, redwood,
cypress, epe
(ironwood) for
treads and risers
Stringers may
be treated
lumber.

Overhang on
tread is very
important for
proper drainage.

See “Painting
Porch Friction
Surfaces” for
important details
on painting
treads.

Porch deck – tongue and groove is best!

Replace as
little as
necessary
of deck
with
matching
wood.

Deck
boards
should
extend at
least ½” to
¾” past
the bed mould.

Deck should slope ¼” per foot from house end of boa rds to outer edge for proper
drainage.
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Porch columns
and bases
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·  Use 2x4 stock of

cedar, redwood,
cypress or epe
(ironwood).

·  Miter the corners
so no end grain is
exposed to rot.

·  Cut air vents
through OR place
on blocks.

·  Prime and paint all
sides before
installation.

·  Paint everything
within six months.

Painting porch friction surfaces:
Porches take a lot of wear and tear and are one of the most popular places to congregate

in warm weather. If you need to paint new wood on your porch deck or treads OR are

scraping and painting the deck, this is important.

·  Do not use primer on these wear surfaces – primer i s soft to allow moisture to
pass through and will not hold up to foot traffic. The final coat of paint will
slide off and fail within a year if you use primer.

·  BUT the wood needs something on the raw surface.
·  Choose your deck paint – oil based, alkyd, latex. M ix a thinner version of this

paint to use as primer – 3 parts of your topcoat to  one part thinner (paint
thinner for oil paint, water for latex. Read the in structions on the can for the
proper thinner)

·  One or two coats of this primer and then as many fu ll strength coats as you
want.



OLD HOUSE NETWORK pastmast@ameritech.net (269) 349-2022

Porch Painting – general:
 All the wood on a porch is exposed to the weather constantly. You can extend the life of
the new wood you install by painting it – or priming it – on all sides before you install it.
Even the underside of decking.


